
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



106 



AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 



ren House, Harvard University, 
Cambridge. 

614.8 —Accidents. David S. Beyer, mana- 
ger Accident Prevention Dept., 
Mass. Employes' Insurance Assn., 
185 Devonshire St., Boston. 

620 — Engineering (civil, mechanical, 
electrical and railway). Engi- 
neering Magazine, L. O. Kellogg, 
Associate Editor, 140-142 Nassau 
St., New York. 

621.3 — Electrical merchandising. W. G. 
Stetson, Boston Edison Co., 39 
Boylston St., Boston, Mass. 

621.33— Electric railways. C. B. Fairchild, 
Jr., Phila. Rapid Transit Co., 1035 
Land Title Bldg., Philadelphia. 

621.5 — Refrigeration. Am. Society of Re- 
frigerating Engineers, W. H. 
Ross, Sec'y, 154 Nassau St., N. Y. 

628.46 — Snow, removal of. Lewis A. Armi- 
stead, 101 Milk St., Boston. 

636.1 — Horse. Mounted Service School, 
J. A. Crane, 1st Lieutenant, 5th 
Field Artillery, Secretary, Fort 
Riley, Kans. 

656 — Railroads. Ivy L. Lee, 61 Broad- 
way, N. Y. 

658 — Scientific research as applied to 
business. Waldemar Kaempffert, 
Editor Popular Science Monthly, 
239 Fourth Ave., New York. 

660 —Metallurgical and chemical engi- 
neering. W. P. Cutter, 29 W. 
39th St., N. Y. 

664.8 — Perishable commodities, transpor- 

tation of. Eugene F. McPike, Mgr. 
Perishable freight service, Illi- 
nois Central R. R., 1200 S. Mich- 
igan Ave., Chicago. 

664.9 — Packing industry. John Crerar L., 

Chicago. 
710 — City planning. Frank A. Bourne, 

79 Kilby St., Boston. 
720 — Architecture and furniture, colo- 
nial. Worcester (Mass.) Free 

Public Library. 
728 — Houses, pictures of old, outside of 

New England. Library, Boston 

Athenaeum. 
740 — Decorative art. Boston Public 

Library. 



795 — Playing cards, foreign and domes- 

tic. Walter Coxe Green, 572 
Chestnut St., Meadville, Pa. 

796 — New England, outdoor. Helen 

Granger, 47 Frentiss St., Cam- 
bridge, Mass. 

796 — Play and recreation. Playground 
and Recreation Association of 
America, 1 Madison Ave., New 
York. 

811.36— Whittier, J. G. Haverhill (Mass.) 
P. L. 

821.31 — Spenser, Edmund. Percy W. Long, 
Warren House, Harvard Univer- 
sity, Cambridge, Mass. 

929.6 — Heraldry, American. Charles K. 
Bolton, Boston Athenaeum. 

974.45— Essex Co., Mass., genealogy and 
local history of. Haverhill 
(Mass.) P. L. 

974.48 — Plymouth Co., Mass. Brockton 
(Mass.) P. L. 

974.79 — Niagara Frontier. Buffalo Public 
Library. 

975.2 —Maryland. Bernard C. Steiner, 

Enoch Pratt Free Library, Balti- 
more, Md, 

975.3 —Washington, D. C, sources of in- 

formation in. Library of Con- 
gress, Washington, D. C. 
977 — Great Lakes. Frederick J. Shep- 
ard, reference librarian Buffalo 
Public Library. 
THE BETTER EVALUATION OF BOOKS 
As we go to press we receive copy of a 
letter which the president of the Macmil- 
lan Company has addressed to some of the 
large libraries of the country on one of 
the most important subjects which can en- 
gage the attention of librarians, namely the 
better evaluation of books. We believe 
that the American Library Association, 
either through the Council or Execu- 
tive Board, will want to give careful re- 
gard to the suggestions made by Mr. Brett, 
and perhaps appoint a committee to bring 
in recommendations for practical proce- 
dure, and in order that all members of the 
Association may be prepared for possible 
future discussion and consideration of the 
matter we are here printing the letter in 
full. 



BULLETIN 
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The Macmillan Company 
Publishers 

President's Office 

64-66 Fifth Ave., New York, April 25, 1916. 
George B. XJtley. Esq., 

Secretary of American Library Associa- 
tion. 
Dear Sir: 

A little over a year ago I wrote an article 
for The Atlantic Monthly, calling attention 
to some of the difficulties in the distribu- 
tion of books in this country, and as a re- 
sult I had a flood of correspondence and 
letters from almost every state in the 
Union, from which I gathered that one of 
the most pressing needs of this country at 
the present time in connection with litera- 
ture and its publication and distribution, is 
the need for some means or some practical 
channel through which the public may 
learn to discriminate easily in regard to 
books and their comparative worth or 
worthlessness. 

When it is considered that more than 
10,000 separate books are published in the 
United States every year, and when the 
immense extent of the country is taken 
into account, it can be readily seen, I think, 
that the population as a whole, interested 
in reading as it is, has no way by which a 
sure guide can be found to the better books 
in literature or the sciences as compared 
with the books of little worth or even no 
worth or value at all. 

The American Library Association, it is 
true, publishes a valuable monthly cata- 
logue of books which they have examined; 
but this catalogue is prepared with the 
needs of the librarians strictly in view, and 
does not give enough information about 
the books examined to serve the purpose of 
the general reader or the public at large. 

The American public is a reading public 
and is desirous, I believe, of getting the 
best in literature and affording the encour- 
agement to the best books which is so 
desirable and necessary for the advance- 
ment of our civilization, but it has at pres- 
ent, as I said, no sure guide by which it 
may know the best of the published books, 
discriminate the sheep from the goats. And 
the consequence is that the most widely 
advertised books, even if they are of the 
most trashy and worthless description, 
achieve the widest circulation and find 
their way into the hands of the greatest 
number of readers. 

I believe that a great deal might be done 
to obviate this, to my mind, very great 
evil, if the Libraries would join hands with 
the great State and other Universities, and 
through the faculties of the Universities 
and the Library Committees examine the 



published literature of the time and pub- 
lish lists of it, showing its value and indi- 
cating the class of readers to whom it 
would be of use and benefit. 

My suggestion roughly is (1) that the 
great Universities and great Libraries 
should work together in this matter by the 
appointment of readers from among the 
faculties of the Universities and from 
among the librarians and Library Reading 
Committees to examine all the books that 
are published. 

(2) That the Libraries aided by the Uni- 
versities should publish lists of the books 
that are worth while and approved by these 
readers, such lists being issued weekly or 
monthly as might be thought best; the ex- 
pense of the publication of the lists to be 
borne as part of the current University and 
Library expenses. 

(3) That the Libraries furnish these lists 
through the American Library Association 
as they now do their published lists, to 
Librarians belonging to their Association, 
and that in addition the lists be furnished 
to readers of books who might be inter- 
ested in them sufficiently to apply to the 
Librarians for them. 

(4) That each University have an ad- 
junct to its Extension Department or Pub- 
licity Department which should furnish 
these lists to inquirers throughout the 
state in which the institution is situated, 
and that the official in charge of the distri- 
bution of these lists should also furnish in- 
formation to inquirers about books on any 
subject in which the inquirer is interested. 

In making this suggestion I may seem to 
be working only in the interests of the pub- 
lishers, and yet it seems to me that it 
should be a part of the work of great Libra- 
ries and Universities to enlighten and ad- 
just popular judgment and taste, especially 
in a country so large as this where infor- 
mation of the kind and character of that 
indicated is so difficult to arrive at. And 
I believe they could be of the greatest serv- 
ice to the country by lending themselves 
to a plan of this sort. 

I am sending you this letter merely to 
make the suggestion and in order, if you 
have time for the matter, to get your opin- 
ion as to the feasibility of some such plan 
as I have suggested. If the matter could 
be taken up by the proper department of 
your Library with other Libraries through- 
out the country and with the great Univer- 
sities, I believe that interest would be 
clearly manifested and that a workable 
plan for the proper prosecution of the mat- 
ter could be readily arrived at. 

I am, of course, aware that the different 
large Libraries have Reading Committees 
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who recommend books for purchase or who 
in some cases recommend books for black- 
listing as far as their Libraries are con- 
cerned. I know also of the very excellent 
work done by the Extension Department 
of the Universities in disseminating infor- 
mation in regard to all subjects among the 
people generally. What is needed here is 
8 concerted effort along the lines which 
I have ventured to put before you as 
above, and cooperation between the Uni- 
versities and Libraries to accomplish what 
I believe would be a very desirable end, 
i. e., the serving as a guide to the public 
in the reading of worth while books and 
their recommendation. 
I am 

Yours very truly, 

GEORGE P. BRETT. 

N. E. A. CONFERENCE 
The National Education Association will 
hold its summer meeting in New York 
City, July 1-8. The New York teachers 
are making plans for entertainment which 
will assure a very interesting as well as 
profitable time. Among the departments 
of the N. E. A. which will be of interest 
to members of the American Library As- 
sociation is the Library Department, which 
is one of the most active departments in 
the Association, with committees on high 
school libraries, rural school libraries, ele- 
mentary school libraries, normal school li- 
braries and Course of Study in Library In- 
struction. 

The meetings of the Library Department 
will be held July 3, 4, 5. Persons desiring 
copy of the Bulletins containing informa- 
tion concerning the meeting may secure 
them by applying to D. W. Springer, Sec- 
retary, Ann Arbor, Mich. 

D. W. SPRINGER. 

WANTS 
Bible Teachers' Training School Library, 
541 Lexington Ave., New York City. 

Bibliotheca Sacra, Oberlin, Ohio. July 
1911, Oct. 1912. 

Expositor, London, Hodder & Stoughton. 
June, 1906; March, April, May, 1910; Nov. 
1912; Aug. 1913; Feb., Dec, 1915. 

Expository Times, T. & T. Clark, Edin. 
Jan. & Dec, 1907; May, Aug., Dec, 1908; 
May, Nov., Dec, 1910. 

Homiletic Review, N. Y. Punk & Wag- 
nails. Mar., Aug., Sept., Oct., 1907; June 
1908; Jan., Oct., 1913; Mar., 1914. 

Interpreter, L. Hewlett & Johnson. Jan. 
1908; Jan. & July, 1911. 



Interstate Commerce Commission Library, 
Washington, D. C. 

Academy of Political Science, Proceed- 
ings, vol. 5 (any). 

Engineering News, August 19, 1915. 

National Rivers & Harbors Congress, 
1904, 1905, 1906, 1908, 1913. 

Political Science Quarterly, June 1915. 
McGill University Library, Montreal, Can- 
ada. 

Public Libraries, Vol. 12 (1907), no. 10; 
also title-page and Index to vol. 12. Pur- 
chase or exchange. 
San Diego, Calif., Free Public Library. 

A. L. A. Booklist, Indexes to vols. 5, 8 
and 9. 
Wichita, Kan., City Library. 

A. L. A. Booklist, Indexes to vols. 8 and 9. 

FOR SALE 

University of Chicago Library, Chicago, III. 
Art Journal, vols. 1 to 29, 1849-1877 (2 
copies of vol. 2, 1859), in red half-morocco, 
University stamp and book plate. 

Monumenta Historiae Partiae, edita 
iussu, Regis Caroli Alberti, Augustae Tau- 
rinorum. The following volumes: 

Liber Iurium Republicae Genuensis, 

vols. I & II, 1854-7. 
Edicta Regum Langobardorum, 1855. 
Scriptorum, vol. XII, 1848. 
Chartarum, vol. II, 1854. 
Leges Municipales, vol. II, 1876. 
Codex Diplomaticus Sardiniae, vol. I, 
1861. 
Kingsborough's Antiquities of Mexico, 
London, 1831-48. 9 vols., folio. Colored 
plates. Bound in Vi green morocco. Stamp 
and plates of University of Chicago. 

FOR SALE OR EXCHANGE 
Baylor University Library, Waco, Texas. 

American Journal of Sociology, vols. 1-9. 

Annals of American Academy, vol. 1. 

Century Magazine, new series, vols. 1-8, 
11, 14, 16, 21-24, 26-28, 31, 33, 37, 39-43, and 
45-47. 

Christian Review, vols. 17-18. 

Littell's Living Age, vols. 107-111, 121, 
123, 125, 133-4, 137-8, 142, 158. 

Scribner's Monthly (Century), vols. 16, 
19-21. 



